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disposition among members of Congress "topay
Httle attention to the Western country because
they were of the opinion it would soon shake off its
dependence on this, and,in the meantime would be
burdensome to it." From a letter of Gen. Rufus
Putnam, one of the organizers of the Ohio com-
pany, it appears that in July, 1789, Ames of
Massachusetts put these queries to him: "Can
we retain the western country with the govern-
ment of the United States? And if we can, what
use will it be to them? " Putnam wrote a labored
article to the effect that it was both feasible and
desirable to hold the West, but the character of
his arguments shows that there was then a poor
prospect of success. At that time no one could
have anticipated the Napoleonic wars which ended
all European competition for the possession of the
Mississippi valley, and, as it were, tossed that
region into the hands of the United States. There
was strong opposition in Congress to pursuing
any course that would require maintenance of an
army or navy. Some held that it was a great mis-
take to have a war department, and that there
would be time enough to create one in case war
should actually arrive.
In a message to the Senate, August 7, 1789-